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WHAT The value of the BREEAM system, a voluntary certification scheme adopted to 
demonstrate the environmental credentials of a particular building, is increasingly being 
encroached by the mandatory requirements imposed by the Government.  

 WHY The transposition of the EU’s EPBD, which includes the implementation of Energy 
Performance Certificates (EPCs) is the biggest mandatory energy requirement to date.  
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IN SUMMARY The EU’s thinking behind mandatory regulation is that occupiers will be 
forced by commercial expediency to ensure that their buildings are as environmentally 
sustainable as possible. In addition, by ensuring the building is more efficient will lead to 
reduced running costs. At the top end, the ‘green’ corporates may find it difficult to maintain 
credibility with the public if its buildings receive poor EPC ratings - at odds with their 
environmentally policy.  
 
Although there are upfront capital costs, involved careful refurbishment and planning at the 
development stages can ensure that these costs are minimised and recouped through higher 
rental and capital values. The introduction of EPCs enables relatively low cost, widespread 
comparison of building types given that all buildings require these at point of sale or let. 
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BREEAM is one of the most widely recognised 
voluntary schemes in the UK property 
industry. 

Often BREEAM assessments are carried out 
using the plans and specifications for a 
building still to be built. BREEAM is voluntary 
and it is usually buildings that are likely to 
achieve positive results that are assessed.  

As a result of the competition amongst 
corporate owners and occupiers to 
differentiate themselves from their 
competitors a new ‘outstanding’ certification 
level for BREEAM has been introduced.  

 

 

Where a new building is constructed, the 
duty is on the contractor to obtain and 
provide an EPC to the owner of the 
building.  

Where an existing building is sold or let, it 
is the seller/landlord who is responsible for 
providing prospective purchasers / tenants 
with an EPC. 

The mandatory EPC regime in use 
throughout the European Union has the 
advantage that it is based on the building 
“as built”, and will ensure that a building’s 
environmental credentials are considered 
in any sale or letting.  
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